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I ccountoſthe lareUnjuſtand 


Cruel Proccedings of Unrealonable Men 


againſt rhe Perſons and Eſtates of many of 
"" thePcoplecall'd Quakers, only for their peace- 
able Mectings to worſhip God, ; 


Preſented to the Serious Conſideration of the XING | 
and both Houſes of PARLIAMENT, 
?, 


"a 


| YE 4 
With a Poſt(cript of the Nature I ifference and Limits 
ofCivil andEcclefiaſtual Huthoruy,and the inconliſtency of 
ſuch Severitics with both, 


| Recommmended and ſubmitted to the Peruſal of Ceſar's 
True Friends, 


By the Author of £»2lard's Preſent Imereſt, fc, 


—— 


Sech Tndgment, Relieve the Oppreſſed, Tudze the Fatherleſs,cm 18 
D:  D-fend the Widdow, Wa, 1. 17, 44 


Printed ia the Year 1675+ 
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—— 


FOR THE 


KING 


AND 


Both Houſes 
PARLIAMENT: 


Oraſmch as the Maintenance of Juſtice, 
and Preſervation of the Peace of Civil So- 

y cieties have in all Ages been the great End of 
Government; 2nd {ince it hath pleaſed Al- 
nighty God to cait our Lot in a Kingdom, 
whnſe Conſtitution 1s more then ord.narily 
carer] of the Liberty and Property of its free- 
born Ithabitants: And becauſe ſeveral Laws 
have been made upon Occaſion of Diſſent in 
Matters 6i Religion, to preſs an Unitormity 
2 ro 


tothe Relicion now eitabliſhed, that i" the 
Execution of them have generally interferred 
with thole Laws that give and preſerve Engliſh 
Freedoms, in that Hundreds ot us have been 
Impriſoned, and our Goods frequently ſpo'l- 
ed, ro theutter Ruine of many Families, with- 
out any Legal Proceſs or Try:l by Peers, and 
T his not for refuſing Conformicy to the State, 
or denying Ceſar his Due, or being cnargea- 
ble ro Pariſhes, or uſeleſs to the Government 
bur only becauſe of our conſcientious D:(lent 
from the preſent Church: And lince this 
ſeems to be an Alteration in the ancientEn:liſ 
Government, by makingan ECCLESTIA- 
STICAL CONFORMITY the Grand 
and Neceil: ry Qualihcation in Engliſh Men 
to the Peaceable Enjoyment of ther NA 
TURAL and CIVILINHERITAN- 
CES: and foraſmuch as thisCourſe tends.0 a 
manifeſtDecay of Trade(thePolitical Life ci this 
Ifland) Diſcouragement of Strangers, Depyulation 
of theCountry, Impoveriſhing of many Taouſand 
Uſefullnbabitants,as well as that ſuckSeveriries 
about Matters of Conſcience arc — 
Witt 


( | 
with the DoQrine A, * 0067'S of Chrift and 
his Followers in all Ages, and repugnant, no; 
only co the very VVay of true Conviction, 
but che Do&trine of ancient Froteſtints, whoſe 
Proteſtation at the Dizt at Spire againſt Coer- 
tion in Matters of Religion, was the Occaſi- 
on of their being calledProtejtants. Axdbecauſe 


many malicious and coverous Perfons (uncer 


Pretence of doing God, the King & Country 
Service) have taken advantage by theſe Laws . 
to vent their Paſhons, act their Revenge, and 
purſue the:r VVorldly In:ereft, beyond all 
Law and Humanity, as wotully appears by 
the anexed Particulars, ready to be proved. 

VVe therefore intreat ; Firſt, That jt would 
pleaſe you to peruſe the anexed Particulars for 
your better Information of the Nature of our 
Caſe and Allegations. 

Secondly, 1 hat you would be pleaſed, for 
the Removal and Prevention of the like Mi(- 
chiefs, to repeal or qualifie thoſe Laws,where- 
by the Perſons and Eſtates of manyThouſands 
of the peaccable People of this Kingdom are 
hourly expoſed to Ruin in this YVorld, for 


=. _ 


meer Conſcience, about Things relating to 
the next V Vorld, that being aſſured, the {weat 
of our Brows, and hard-gotren Bread for our 
Families ſhall not be made a Forfeit for our 
peaceable Conlciences, we may be better en- 
couraged, for the Time-to come, to all virtuous 
and indiiftrious Living under the preſent Go- 
verament, - as hath hitherto been, through 
Gol's Grace, our daily Practice. 


: Leieftty- ſhire 
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————_— m_ « 
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A few Inſtances out of many which mit be oive! 
of the * oreat 0 P PRE SSION $ and RU. 
ELTIES lately afted upon Innocent Per- 
ſons and Induſtrious Familits, chiefly in Perſu- 
ance (as is pretended) of the late Act 2g2init 
Conventicles,for thetr meeting hogs eaceable ſan - 
ner to worſhip God: Read,C onſider and Redreſs, 


Leiceſter-Shire. 


| a Meeting at Long Claxton, or Clamſen, four perſons 
were {ent to Prilon, and fo much Goods at divers Times ta- 
ken from !ome of the {ail Mecting, tat they had no: a Cow leſt 
to give their young Guildren Milk, their very Bed-Clothes, 
wearing Tlotnes and working «Tools eſcaped not the Violence 
or Avarice of their Perſecutors; the total Sum amounts to << 
bove Two Hundred thirty !x Pounds, nor did this. fatisfic our 
Perſeci!tors for they crueily dragg'i ſorac Women in the Streets 
by the Necks, ti!! they were neer ſtiitied, tearing the Clothes 
of their Heavs ani Backs. One Woman that gave Suck was 
ſo Learn ant bruiied on her rea, that it ſeſtered and broke, 
with white the bath end:ired many Weeks Miſery and Torture 3 - 
Anvther Woman of icventy hve Years ofAge was violently 
Mr Ya vown ipor the Grown by one #.G 4} Conſtable ; the 
Wen were lorely beaten, drawn and dravged out of the Mect- 
inp, fone by the Heels, lome by the Hair oftke Head, <nd 


* fs broifes, that they veicnct ablero follow thei: Day- 


LaBOer  VIACTS LNCY wn! onthe Face till ghe Blood ran down; 
t'126 


__ 
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= 
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there was one they furiouſly trod upon till Blood guſht ont of his 
Mouth and Noſe; To compleat the Mattter, the Informer 
took away fro.n one of the Piiſeners his Purſe and Money, as 
if he had not been fa quiet Neighbour,but a Priſoner of V Yar : 
Nor was this accidental ; but Deſigns no ſhort Fit of Cruelty, 
npon an extraordinary Provocation, for at this bitter Rate have 
cy treated them for ſeveral Moneths, 
Witneflcs, Edward Hallam, 
; William Marryert, 
John Wilford, 
William Smith, 
Richard Parker, 


Nottinzham. Shire, 


Nder Prctence of proſecuting the late ARt againſt 
Convent:cles Ore Peniſton Whaley a Juſtice, and o: & 
Co!;rave a Bum-Bayly, and one walker, both Informers 
have utterly ruin'd many poor Familics in this County in their 


Eſtates, having taken or caus'd to be taken from ſeveral Perſons 


about Seven Hundred Pounds, the Juſtice bidding the Officers 
rake three or four Times the Value of the Fines,that they mig g 
ſell good peny-worths, never returning, as we are informec\, 
any one Record of Convittion into the Seſſions, except forced 
by perions appealing:Foh! Godrick and '1illiam Hadſon of Little 
Griealy appealing to the Seſſions, theSefſions ordered them their 
Money again ; but the aforefaid Persſton Whaley ſtill detains 
Sixty pounds in his Hands, contrary to the Orders of the 
Seſhons, notwithſtanding it ha+ been divers Times demanded, 
7.4 ampſon by Warrant from G.Nev:l, Juſtice, for two Mect- 
invs had taken from him nineteen Head of Beaſts and Goods to 
the Value of lixty Pounds and upwards, as was vallued by the 
Neighbours; fo that they left him not a Cow to give his Chil. 
gren Milk: That cver theſe Things ſhould be done by ſuch as 
cont theniſelves Chriſttans, and Followers of Chriſt Jeſus, who 
iutfcred, but would have none to ſuſfer for his Religion, 
Witneſles, Abraham Sampſon, 
Francws Hawk ſmorey 
Robert Porter, 
Nory 


(9) 
Norfo'k. 


OR ſeveral Meetings in and about Coekley Clay ſeveral Per- 
ſons have had Goods taken from them to the Value of 
fifty three Pounds, William Wat being Informer. Feb» 
Patterſon had Two Hundred Sheep taken from him worth 
Eighty Pounds, W:ill:xm Barber being informed againſt by Foh= 
Gibbs a Prieſt of Gl:ſſins,for Meeting,hadCows,Carts,a Plough, 
Harrows and Hay taken from him to the Value cf Fifty Pounds; 
the ſaid W:lliar's Houle hath been rifled TEN Times,and te is 
now a Priſoner npon aWrit of Excommunicato Caprendo, At Fa- 
kenhamſeveralPerſons have been fined, Vat the Informer, and his 
Wife being tte only Witneſles againſt them,& Goods have been 
taken toa greatValue;they left one Foſeph Harriſon not ſo much £9 
as a Bedtolye upon; but he, his Wife and Children were fain 
tolye on Straw. 


Cambri dre 


þ2K a peaceable Meeting at the Houſe of William Braſiey 
Shoemaker in Cambridge, he was fined Twenty Pounds by 
John Hunt Mayor, and Fohn Spencer Vice-Chancellor, upon 
the Information of Stephen Perry a Tinker : The Officers that 
came to diſtrein | for this Twenty Pounds ſaid , They had 
Warrants for Fifty Five Pounds.more ; They took his Leather, 
Laſts, and the Seathe workt on, wearing.Clothes, and Sheets 
where he lay, though on Straw, having taken his Bed before, 
not leaving him any Thing to cover him withal ; ſo that he was £9 
fain to lodge abroad, till he could get ſome old Things to cover 
yn at Home, 

And there hath lately been taken from ſeveral Perſons, for 
meectingin andabout Cambridze, Goods and Cattel to the Va-. 
lue of Sixty Three Pounds and upwards. 

At Lutleport, Ely, and other Places inthe Iſle of Ely, ſeveral 
B Perions 


a3 | 

Perſons were fin'd, & had their Goods taken for their peaceable 

Meetings, viz, Cloth, Stuff, Houſhold-Goods and Cattel ;, from 

(> one Woman the very Bed ſhe lay on; inall, to the Value of 
One Hundred Ninety five Pounds and upwards. 

Edward Partridge and his Favorite Themas Richman, the 
old Informer, uſed great Violence to ſeveral ; Edw. Partridge 
ſtruck Samuel Cater twice, and being at Prayer, pulled him 
down by the Noſe, beating Men and Women till he broak his 
ſtaff: Healſo ſtruck one Perſon, ſtanding quietly at the Meet- 
ing-houſe Door, and felled him;that the Standers»by ſaid, There 
# one knockr on the Head; yet he revived in a little Time, but 

6 within ſix Moneths after dycd,and to his dying Day comp!ained 
of that Blow, 

Note, William March Juſtice, fined one Man (no Quaker) 
FivePounds,for refuſing to help to carry away the f..rofaid Suf- 
ſerers Goods, which Five Pounds, the poor Man paid ; but 
wanting but Two Pence thereof, the ſaid Juſtice forced him to | 
berrew it, to make up the ſum ;, and ſhortly after the poor Man 
dying,on his Death-Bed he much rejoyced,T hat he had,no Hand | 
6" intaking away hus Newhtour Adams his Goods, | | 


Witneſſes, : Wikiam Braſiery 
f Samuel Cater, 


Oxford-Shire. 


OR a Mecting at Alvskoet near Burford (Walter Powel 
Prieſt of theTown, being Informer, wko before the Meets fy 

ing had ſpoak to the Juſtices,at their Peril to be at the Meeting) 

ſeveral Perſons, were fined, and had Goods taken away to the 

Value of Forty Four Pounds and upwards, 


a 


Sommer ſer«ſhirt, 
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S ommerſ t-Shire. 


T Hirty two Perſons were fined for being at a Burial, for 
which they had taken from them in Cows, Corn and 0- 
ther Goods, to the Value of Mgt Two Pounds and upwards, _ 
by Warrant from Fra. Pawler Jultice,who when none elſe would 
buy the diftreined Cattle, he (ent Men to buy them for himſelf, 
One Margery Oſmond, who was notat the Buryal, and yer 
was fined by F, Pauler,went to him to know the Names of them 
that had ſworn againſt her, and deſired Juſtice of him ; he ſaid, 
It was a Miſtike ; by which it did afterwards appear, he was 
willing to excnle the Informers; howbeit, he then read in a 
Book in the hearing of ſeveral Perſons, in which Bayncr and 
Withey were recorded Informers againſt the ſaid Aſſembly at the 
Burial, and laid withal, That ſhe fhould proſecute them for Per- 
jury at the next Seſſions, and that the Record at the Seſſions ſhould 
be Evidence agarnft them, or to that Effect ; but he was not fo 
good as his Word ; for at the Seſſions Witneſſes were preſent t9 
teſtifie, that ſhe was not at the ſaid Burial ; but Fra. Pawlet 
(in Favour to theſe Informers) left Witbey's Name out of the 
Record, and put in another's Name, who was not preſer;t, and 
alſo leſt out her Name; ſv there could be no Proceedings againſt 
the Informers fur their Perjurv,albeit he had iſſued out his War- 
rant to levy the Fine impoſed onher, The faid Juſtice Pawl*t 
for the ſame Burial fincd feveral perſons Twenty Four Pounds 
for an unknown Preacher, yet {ent a Certificate to the Mayor of 
Bridgwater, to diſtrein Twenty Pounds on the Goods of 74 
Anderton for preaching at the Burial that Day; fo he would 
have Forty Four Pounds inall {| Note, this is Twenty Four | 
Pounds more then the Rigour of the Law allows of,admitting it * 
had been aConventicle, ]fort-cPreacher known * one unknown 
when in Truth there was none ſpoak, but Zohn Anderton that 
Chriſtianly exhorted the People to conſider their latterEnd: And 
when Mary T yler, tie Widdow of the deceaſed (v.ho was fi- £4 
ned Four Pounds for being at her Husband's Burial, -_ oy 
B 2 004s 
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Goods taken for it) ſpoke mildly to him, to ſhew him his In- 
juſtice, he told her, /r 4:4 not b:come Women to go totheir Huſe 
bands Burials, 

And ſeveral Perſons for being at Meetings at Gl-ſterburyand 
Gregory Stoake in this County, have latcly had Cattle, Corn 
and Goods tiken from them, to the Value of One Hundred 
Forty Five Pounds and upward-,by Warrant from two Perſons, 
called, Juſtice Wa!dron and Juſtice Crops, 

At this Day there remain Priſoners in this County for the Te- 
ftimony of Jeius, Twenty one Perſons. 

CW And there hath dyed in Pri 01, Sufferers for g00d Conſcience 
ſake, in this County, ſince the Year 1660, Eighteen Perſons, 
Witneſſes, Tohn Cuff, 
Henry Ciothie, 
George Tuylor, 


Berk-Shire. 


Homas Curtis, fined Three Pound Fifteey/ Shillings, had 

.a Mare taken from him worth about Seven Pounds, 

by Warrant from Juſtice Craven z and though an Appeal was 
tendered (according tothe 4) it was refuſed; and though 
the Officers voluntarily offered the Juſtice the Fine, yet he 
(F would not take it; but had the Mare valued at Four Pounds,and 


kept her. 

ſ\ The 7th Day of the 8th Moneth, 1 675. William Armonrer 
\ and George Goſwel, Mayor of Reading, came to the Meeting, 
/ and becauſe the Women came not forth ſo ſoon as they"wou!d 

have them, W. Armaurer pluckt out of his Pocket a ſharp In- 
ſtrument, and prickt ſeveral of them in a Shameful Manner, 
till it fetcht Blood ;, and afterwards tendered the Oath of Allegs- 
ance to ſeven ofthem, on purpoſe to enſnare them ; and becauſe 
or Conſcience fake they could not ſwear at all, they were ſent 
to Goal,where they now remain, 
And the Mayor Thruſt ſome Women in a very Abuſive 
Manner, perticularly an Antient Woman, without regard to Age 
or SCX. Of 


3 (13) 
Of which Cruelty, and much more, many in Readi»7 are 
Witneſles, : 


Ch eſhire. 


Uſtice Davie! of Parcobury hath fined one Mezting near 

him ſeveral times over, and hath taken'from T, &r:vgs 
and others the \ alie of One Hundred and Sixteen Pounds, 
Fifteen Shillings and Ten Pence, in Kine and Horſes (which 
the Juſtice keeps to his Own Uſe and Work, as his own } alſ2 
Corn, 'Brals, Pewter, Bedding, and luck like Goods, 

William Hall of Cungletor, Shoeniker, was fined Twen- 
ty. Pounds, by W.4:; K:1ghr, Mayor, and two Juſtices, for 
having a Meeting at his Houſe, for which his Marc was di. 
ſtrained, when lis Wife was ridiag on her. And ſome time af- 
ter, they ſeized on his Shoes in his Shop, And another time, in 
bis Abſence, with Mathooks brake open the Doors of his Dwel- 


ling Houſezanl took away Two Cart-Loads of Goods , where- 79 


upon Wiktiam tendered an Appeal, but the ſaid Magiftrates de- 
nycd it: Sometime after, the Mare, of her own accord, came 
Home, in his Abſence, his Wife let her in; now, notwith- 
ſtanding that upon their Crying the Mare, he went with two 
of his Neighbours, and acquainted the Chief Magiſtrate, that 
he had the Mare, and ſhe was inthe Fie!d, without any Lock 
to hinder them from her, and if they had more Right to her 
then he, they might fetch her ;, otherwiſe, if they pleaſed, he 
would joyn Iſfie with themyto try whoſe the Mare was; which 
they refuſed, and committed him to the Goal, and Arraigned 
him for his Life, as a Fellon; but was. acquitted by the Jydge 
and Jury, | 
Taken ſrom ſeveral inand abot t Nantwich, by Warrant from 
uſtice Manwarino, for Eighty Seven Pound in Fines, . Goos 
to the Value of One Hundred and One Pounds, in Kine, Bacon, 


Bedding, Braſs, Pewter, Corn, Cloth, Shoes and Cheeſe : 4nd 
from one Man was taken, t'c very Beds ticy lay on. to 7 


' 
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the Dunghil, which they alſo carryed away. Some of the Suf- 
ferers appealing, the Jury acquitted them, but the Juſtices 
webuld not reccive their Verdict; but at the next Seſſions the 
Juſtices gave Judgment for the Informers , and not contented 
with this, they gavethem TREBLE Coft, 

Nate the Cheif Informer in theſe Sufferings, was one Fohr 
Widdewbnry of Hanklew, called an E'\quire,who did it to be re- 
venged on Thomas Braiſey (one of the Meeting) for demanding 
Forty Pounds of him , which he owed unto Thomas Braiſey 
upen Bond, which, that he might (as appears) defraud the ſaid 
Thomas Braiſey of, he hath ſince (by reviving an old Excoms 
munication) lent him to Priſon, and ſwears he will ſend his Wife 
after him from her four SMALL Children, 


Witneſles, Henry Fletcher, 
- Fonathan Fletcher, 
Samuel Elks, 


Yor k- Shire. 


Aving ina former Narrative acquainted you, that Goods 
H to the Value of Two Thouſand Three Hundred Eighty one 
Pounds, Ten Shillings, by the late At againſt Conventicles, 
have been taken from us, with ſome- other of our heavy Yrel- 
ſures and Sufferings in the County of York, for the Exerciſe of 
our Conſciences towards God ; and having yet obtained no Re- 
.. dreſs, but rather an Increaſe of our Sufferings, One having ſince 

"dved in Priſon at York,, where Twenty Four yet remaig Priſ@- 
ners, and ſome Hundreds of Families like to be ruin'd by Pro- 
ſecutions, both in Temporal and Eccleſiaſtical Courts, b:cauſe 
for Conſcience ſake we cannot conform to the Religion and 
Worſhip impoſed on us, nor deny the Religion and Worſhip 
which we have been taught by the Spirit of God, according to 
the Holy Scriptures ; and our conſtant adhering to the Religion 
and Worſhip in Spirit, which we believe God requires of us, 
can injureno Man; but the Denyal of it would greatly injure 
us, becauſe every Man muſt give an Account ts God for him, 

| ſelf: 


(15) 
ſelf: Oh why then ſhould we by Law be expoſed to Ruin and 
Deſtruftion for the Exerciſe of our Conſciences towards God, 
ſigce by our Ruines none are like to be raiſed, unleſs it be a ſcw 


Informers, Paritors and other inferior Officers in the ſaidCourts; £9 


but the Dammage that may come to the King, and the whole 
Nation,by Diſcouraging, Perſecuting or Ruining an induſttious 
innocent People, is like to be very great - Therefore we de- 
fire, that you would be pleaſed to puta Stop to the vexatious 
Proceedings of the {aid Informers and Courts, and confirm to 
us, your ſelves and Pofterities the Liberty of our Conſciences 
towards God, that we all may worſhip and ſerve him, as we 
believe he requires us ; ſo ſhall we be accepted of him, and re- 
ceive his Bleſſing, and Peace, and Tranquility in the whole 
Nation, 
Witcnelles Johy Whitehcad, 
Jobn Hall. 


In divers other Counties in this Nation, there are many more 
Taſtances, both of great Havock and Spoil of Goods, impove- 
riſhing and ruining many innocent Families in their Trades and 
Livelifoods which for Brevity ſake, is at preſent here omitted. 
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A Politlcript, 
Wherein 
T/'e CIVIL and ECCLESTA- 
STICAL AUT HORITY 
is briefly conſidered in their Na- 
tures, Difference and Extents, not 


Unſeaſonably tothe preſent Poſture 
of Affairs. 


U R Bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt did long 
ſince diſtinguiſh the Things of Cxſar from the Things 


of God iu his plain and notable Anſwer unto that en- 
ſnaring Queſtion of the Fews, about paying Tribute to Czar; 
Render (faith he) unto Czxlar the Things that are Czfar's, and 
ro God the Things that are God's; that is, Divine Worſhip, and 
all Things relating to it belong unto God, Civil Obedience to 
Ce/xr ; God can only be the Author of right Acts of Worſhip 
in the Mind, this is granted by all , therefore it is not in the 
Power of any Man or Men in the World, to ſway or compel 
tie Mind in Matters of Worſhip to God ; where this is attempt- 
ed, God's Prerogative is invaded, and Ceſar (by which V Vord 
I underſtand the Civil Government) hath all; for he doth not 
only take his own Things, but the Things appertaining to God 
alſo, 
If 
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If any ſhould ask me, "har are the Things properly br lovgir's 
to Cxiar ? I apſwer in Scripture. Language, 7 » love JufliCt, as 
Tudz ment, relieve the Oppre fſedy right the Fatherleſs, be aTer* 
ror uito Evil-doers, ard 4 raiſe to them that do will; for this 
is the great End of Magiracy ; but perhaps my Anſwer ſhall 
be reckoned too general and ambiguous, and a fre/h Queſtion 
ſtarted, #bo are the Ewil-diers, to hom the Ciuil Authority 
onght tobe terruble? ut this ought in my Judgment to be no 
Queſtion with Mea that underſtand the Nature of Civil Autho- 
rity ; for thoſe are the Evil-Doers, that violate thoſe Laws 
which are neceffary to the Preſervation of Civil Society, 4s 
Thieves, Muracrers, Adultirers, Traytcrs, Dr unkaros,C heatsy 
V agebonas, -and the like miſchievous and diſſo'ute Perſons, Men 
void of Virtue, Truth and Sincerity, the Foundation of all good 
Government, and only firm Bund of human Society; wheever 
denies me this, muſt at the ſame Time ſay, that Virtue is leſs 
neceſſary to Government then Opinion, and that the mot /114+ 
ated Men, profeſſing but Caſar's Religion, are the beft Subjefts 
to Ceſar's Authority, conſequently, that other Men, living nc» 
ver ſo honeſtly and induſtriouſly, & having elle as good a Chim 
to Civil ProteCtion and Preferment, ſhall meerly for theic Dil- 
ſent from that Religon (a Thingthey can't help; fur Fats 1s 
the Gift of God) be reputed the worſt of Evil docrs, wt ich 1s 
followed with expoling their Names to tk 'bloquie, their Fares 
to Ruin , and their Perſons t» Goals, Exiles, and Abi n/ance 
of otkter Cruelties: What is this, but to confound tl e "ba s 
of Ceſar with the Thins s of Ged;, I*ivine Worſhip with Civ:! 

bedience ; the Church with ths State, and perplex Fr man 
Societies with endle!s Debates about Religious Differences ? 
nay, is not this toercct new Meaſures to try the Members cf 
Worldly Secieties by, and give an Acceſſion to another pou er, 
then that. which is neceſſary to the Confitution of Civil Gu- 
vernment ?- But that which oug!:t to deter wiſe Rulers from 
aſſuraing and exerciling ſuch an Authority, is the Conlider2- 
tion of the pernicious Conſequences of doing ſo. 


Fer, Firſt, It makes PROPERTY, w.ict is ile fiſt 
C and 


(18) 
and moſt fixt Part of Eno!l;hGovernment.floating and uncertain; 
no Conformity to the Church, nv Property in the State ; and 
doubtlefs, the Inſecurity of Property can be no Security to the 
Government. 


2d!y, It makes me owe more to the Church then to the State; 
forin this Ca'e, the Anchor I ride by, is not my Obedzerice to 
Laws, relating to the Preiervation of C:wvil Socrety , but 
Conformity to certain Things belonging to the Doctrine and 
Diſcipline of the Church ; 1o that though may be an honeſt, 
induſtrious Encltfh man, a great Lovcr of my Country, and an 
| Admirer of the Govrrament 1 live under, yet if Ircfulc to pro- 
ſeſs the Religion that either now 1s, or hereafter may be im- 
poſed, I muſt neither enjoy the Liberry of my Perſcr, nor the 
quiet Poſſiſſior: of my Eſtate. 


34'y, This not only alters the Government, by ſacrificing 
Mens Preperties for that which cannot be called a Sin againſt Pro» 
perty, nor an Offence to the Nature of Civil Government, if a- 
ny Tranſgreſſion at all, but it narrows the /nrereſt and Power 
of the Governonrs;, for proportionably, what Number they 
cut off from their Proteftion, they cut off from themſelves and 
the Government, not only rendering a great Body of People 
Uſeleſs, but provoaking tkem to be Dangerows; to be ſure it 
clogs the Civil Mat iſtrate ig his Adminiſtration of Government, 
makiog that neceſſary which is not atall neceſſary to him as Ce- 
ſar; It is a Sort of DUU MV IRATESHIP in 
Power. by which the Civil Afonarcby is broken ; for as that 
was a Plurality of Men, ſo thi « a Pluralsty of Powers ;, andto 
ſpeak freely, the C:vil Power is but Lackey, to run of all the 
unpleaſant Errands the froward Zeal of the other ſends it upon , 
and the beſt Preferment it receives for its Pains, is to be Infor. 
mtr, Goaler or Exccutioner to ſome of the beſt Livers, and 
therefore the beſt Subjects in the Kingdom : Oh what greater 
Injuftice to Ceſar ! then to make his Government vary by ſuch 
Modes of Religion, and him to hald his Obedience from his 
Pcople, not by their Conformity to Him, but the Church. 


4hly, 
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4thly, This is ſo far from reſembling the Univerſal Goodneſs 
of God, who diſpenſes his Light, Air, Showres, and comfor-. 
table Seaſons to all (and whom Ceſ«r ought alwayes to imitate) 
and remote from increaſing the Tr4de, Hopulacy and Wealth of 
this Kingdom, that it evidently tends to the utter Ruin of 
Thouſands of Traders, Artificers and Husbhard-men and their 
Families, thereby increaſing the C-arges, by increaſing the poor 
of the Nation, 


gthly, This muſt necds be a great D ſconragement to Stran- 
gers, from coming in,and ſetling themſelves amongſt us, when 
they have Reaſon to apprehend, that they, and their Children 
after them can be no longer ſecured in the Enjoyment of their 
Properties, then they ſhall be able to prevail with their Conlci. 
ences, to believe that the Religion which our Laws do now, 
or ſhall at any Time approve and impoſe, is undoubtedly true , 
and the Way of worſhipping of God, which ſhall at any Time 
be by our Laws enjoyned, is, and ſhall be more agreeable to 
the Will of God then any other Way in which God is worthip-» 
ped in the World. 


6Gthly, The Religion we are commanded Conformity to,doth 
not make better Livers (that's a Demonſtrative) nor better 
Artiſts; for it cannot be thought, that going to Charch, he: r 
ing Common. Prayyy or believing in the preſent Eps/copacy, 
learns Men to build Ships or Howſes,to make Clothes, Shors, Ds- 
als or Watches, Buy, Sell, Trade or Commerce, better then any 
that are of another Perſwaſion ; and fince theſe Things are 
Uſeful, if not Requiſite in Crvil Society, is not prohibiting,nay, 
ruining ſuch Men, becauſe they will not come to hear Common- 
Prayer,&c, diſtructive of C.v | Society;nor more obedient S«b- 
jets, If anyobjett, Diſenters have not alwayts been ſo;, the 
Anſwer is ready , do not expoſe them, protet them in their 
Lives, Liberties an1 EFates ;, for in their preſent Poſture they 
think they can call nothing their own, and that aff the Comforts 


they have in tlys \World are hourly lyable to Forfesrureyfor their 
C3 ' Faith, 


20) 
Faith, Nope and Prafiice L_ tie other World : Is not 
this to deſtroy Natiire an41 Civil Government, wich People 
are ruined in their Natural and Civil Capacity, not tor Things 
relating to citiier, but what arc of a Super-natural I.nport. 


7::ly, Thi- deprives them of Prote tion that protect tlie Go- 
vernment ; Diffenters have a great Share in the Trad-, which 
is the Greatne's of this Kingdom , and they make alarge Pre- 
portion of the [.cxes that maintain the Government; and is it 
reaſynalle, or can it be Ch:iſtiari, when tlicy pay Tribute to 
C4/+r, to be prciervel in an Vndiſturbed Poſſſſior of the ref, 
and that the reſt tho{:14 be continually expoſed for the peaceable 
Exercitc of thicir Conſcienccs to God ? 


8hiy, Neither is this a Conformity to Tru2 and S29lid Reli. 
Ston, ftich as is necefſiry to Etcrnal Salvativn, whercin moſt 
Partics verbally agree, but for a Modification of Religion,/ome 
peeuliry Way of Worſhip ind Diticiplige: All confeſs One God, 
Oc Chrift, Ore Holy Gheſt,and that it 6 11diſpenſably requiſite 
to live Scherly, Righteoufly 4rd Godlikely wa this preſent eval 
Iorld; yetis one proſecuting the other for his Conſcience , 
ſeixing Corn, aviving away Cattcl, break epen Doors, taking 
away ard ſpoiling of Yocds ; in ſome Places not leaving a Cow 
t) £6ve poor Orphans Ailk,, nora B diolyeon;, inother Places 
Houſes have been {wept fo clean, that a Srool hath not been lcft 
to fit on, nor ſo much as working Tools to labour for Bread, To 
ſay nothing of the Opprobrugtes Speeches, Bloody Blows and T edion 
Impriſonments,evento Death it ſelf, through Naſtineſs of Dan- 
7rozs, that many Innocent People have ſufteredfor their peace- 
able Conſcience only, 


g:hly, Bit this Way of proceeding for Maintenance of the 
National Religion, is of an ill Conſequence upon this Accomnt; 
Heaven is barr'd from all further /{u-mat0n5, let God ſend 
what Light ke plcaſeth, it muſt not be received by Ceſar's Peg. 
ple, without Ce/ar's Licence ;,, and if it happen that Caſay be 
not preſently convinced it is of God, at this Rate I muſt either 
renounce 
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ren5unc2 my Cory F orcs, and looie my Sew” to ploaſe Ceſar 
or pro: and prrfevere in mv Porſwaſic, and loo.e my Liſe 
Linerty or Eftatc to pleaſe God ; this hath frequzatly oc.urr'd, 
and m1y 2g:in; tievcfore I would entreat Ce/4r to conlider 
the (a1 Conſcq ence of [wp:/firie'y, and remember, both that 
Cod 011 never a-k Van l.cavct) lwirodece Truth, or make fur- 
ther Niſcore;ies of bis Mint to rhe \V 5rld,and that it hath been 
a wof?'] Snare to thoſe Governments taat ave been drawn ts 
ewploy tiicic Pywer again!t his Work and People, 


10:h!y, This Way of Procce !rre endeavours to ftiffle, or elſe 
to pun! 1 ymCcerity; fir fear or [Hoprs, Frew::s or I atou” pre 
vail only wit ba'c Stinds, Sor 15 degenerated to thc third an] 
foirth Generation ,. every Sp:rh of Jutcority mult be extin» 
Suilht, where Conj cence is ſacrificed to World'y Safe ty and Pre. 
fermeut ; forth t5i- Net holds no» Temporizivs, Honeſt Mee 
are alli the Fiſh it catches; but one would t ink th:y thoutd 
make but an il] Treat to ſuch as reckon them'elves gencrome Men, 
anl what is more C5-:/tians too; but that which readers the 
Matter more unjuſtifiable, js, the T campratien ſuch Sevyity puts 
unon M-n,not ba-dy enough to ſuffer forCorſercne ver frvngly 
perſvaled they have Truth on their Side, to deſert toreir Prone 
ciples, an+ imo. her their Conv th:0ns, whi-h in plain Terms 1s 
to make of iincere Men Hypocrites, whereas it is 012 great End 
of Government, by all laudable Means to pre crve $incerity 
for wit1out it taere can be no Faita or Truth in CC: Soeecty 
nor is thisall; forit's a Maxim warthy of .Ce/'s Notice, 
NEVER TO THINK HIM TRUE TO:C-£S 48 THAT 
IS FALSE TO HIS OWN CONSCIENCE, belies, raped 
Conſciences treaſure up Revenge, and ſuch Perſons arc no: l1.ze'y 
to be longer Frien1s to Ceſar, then he bath Preferm. t59 ature 
them, or Poycr to deter them from being bis molt implacagie 
Enemies. 

1 1thlv, There 15 not fo ready a Way to toetfnr, as this of 


extinguiſhing the Senſe of Conſcicn:e for XA orldly Enis; de 
roy that Internal Rule of Faith, Wor :p ant Pract ct WA d; 
C1 
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God, and the Reaſon of my Religion will be C:vil 11junliong, 
and not Divine Conv: ttons ; con:equently, | am to be of as 
many Religions as the Civil Authority thall imp»ſe, however 
untrue or contradi:tory ; t'iis Szcred Tye of Conlcience thus 
broken, farewel to all 'cavcrly Opt garrons im the Soul, Sergp- 
ture- Authority and ancient Protrſta'r Principles; Chrilt may at 
this Rate become what the F:rws would have had him, and his 
Apoſtles be reputed Turners of the World upſide down, as 
their Enemics repreſented them, and the godly Martyrs of aff 
Ages ſo many Self-Murderers ;, tor the! might juſtly be eſteem- 
ed Reſiſters of World:y Authority , {o far as that Authority 
concerns it (elf with the Impoſition of Religion, becaule they 
refiſed the Conformity commanded, even to Death. And it 
may not be unworthy of Ce/«r's Conlideration, if from theſe 
Proceedings People are tempted to infer, there is nothing in 
Religion but Worldly As ant Ends, becauſe ſo much Power 
1s abus'd under the Name of Rc1:702,, to vex and deftroy Men 
for being of another Religion, that he hazards the beſt Ho'!d and 
Obligation he hath to Obedience, which is Conſcience; for 
where they are taught to obey for [mrereſt, Duty and Convittion 
arcoutof Doors: Byall Means let Conſcience be ſacred, and 
Virtue and Integrity (the under diſſenting Principles) cheriſht ; 
Chariyis more powerful then Severity, Perſwaſion then Penal 
Laws, 


Laſtly, To the Reproach of this Courſe with wiſe Men it hath 
never yet obtain'd the End deſired ; for inſtead of Compliance, 
the Difference is widened, the Sufferers are pitied by Spe- 
ators which only helps to increaſe the Number of Diſſnters; 
for whoever is in the wrong, few think the Perſecutor in the 
Right. This in all Ages having been the Iflue of ſevere Proſe- 
cution of Diſſenters for Matters of Rclig:9n ;, what a Cruel, 
Troubleſom, Thankleſs, Succeſleſs Office is it for Ceſar to be 
employed in ; may he take better Meaſure of his Authority,and 
uſe his Power to the Encouragement of all the YVirtuous and In- 
daſtriom, and Juſt Puniſhment of the Lazy and Yiciowin all 
Perſwaſions ; ſo ſhall the Kingdom Floriſh,and the Government 
Proſper. | For 


/ 
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For Eccle{taſti:2!Authori V or 2 platier tn Jifh 
Church-Power, wh:ch max's np the other Fat 
of this Poſticr.pr, it will be requiſite ro conſult 
Holy Sc:ipture, wh.re we hail be info; me.l of 
the laſtit..c.on and Practice of it amony 
the Ancieat Chaltians; aid by chit Caron all 
People profeſſens Chr.ittanicy, prezend a Wit. 
linzneſs to be coucluded, 


—_ Power ſuppoſeth a Curb firſt ; It will not be im- 
proper therefore to cxamine,firſt, What a Scripture- New- 
Teſtament-Church is; and »exr, what is the Scriprure Power 
belonging to ſuch a Church : A Scripture- Church 1s a Company 
or Society of People, belicying, profeiſing and prattiſi,9-according 
tothe Deftrine ard E xample of Chriſt / «ſus and his Apsſtl, 5,and 
not according to the Scribes& Phariſ ts ;that taus kt 

f'r Dot: #ne the Tracstsms of Men: They are ſuch a 1ar.11.29 
as are Meek in Heart, Lowly in Spirit, (a) Chaſt b 1 Per, 2. 
in Life, (b) Virtuous in all Converſation, {c full 2 Cor. 11,2. 
of Self- Denyal, - (4d) Long.Suffering and Pati- c Phil. 4. 8. 
ence, (e) not only for giving, (f) but loving 1 Fer. 1.15. 
their very Enemies; (g) a People (o effeftually d Far. 16,24 
redeemed from the Impietics and Vanities of e 2 Cer.4.6, 
the World ; (þ) he that thought it no Robbery to f Luke 6.37. 
be equal with God, (s) thought it no Diſparage- g Mar.5 44. 
ment co be Head to, and account as his own Bo. h R:v.14.4. 
dy: (&) It was _ a Society thus qualified, that ij Phil. 2.6, 

the Holy Ghoſt beſtows theſe excellent: Names, k £pb.1.22. 


D:f- Col. 1. 118, 


| Fob. I9. I &y 


a Pet. &. 3, 


s Hcb.12.c 3. 
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D:/eir'es a4 Frunas of Ob, ſt; (1) Hers 
ard u-it:rs rith Chriſt (m) Curijt's Brithren 
ard Kt cd (n ) of PCrlcds / ecpls (0) The 
pare af & of 1.48 14 ji PeCu 264 Bl:oda (p) the Re» 
deemed [rom 10 twith (q) A Royal Pridft. 
lids «it ticly Va! ;, (l/ Th Church of the 
Fi-jt Bong (0 Gufſt's Bayt) ard itheLambs 
Bride (nu) which an'wers but Chrit's own Cta. 
rater of Eunfel;,Religtn and KinguomyWhicly 


t Col, 1,24, isthemott apt iftifction thit ever can be gi. 
1 Rev 21,9. vengef the Nutur? of 11+ Church and her Autho» 
w 72.18, 36. rity,.iz (w)M 1 R+8%GDOM IS NOT OF 
THIS \\ ORED. 
whe he which well connects with Rera:y 1 to Cxlar the 
ETD OO tings that are Ctiars, 4rd unto God the things 
that are Gol's, 
[t was an Anſwer to a very ſuipitious Queition ; for it was ſa- 
Luk miliarly br1 i:cd, that be was 4 King, and came to 
_ Jv. p'ſſ js bf Kingdom, and was by ſome called the 
King of the Jews, 
Tne Jews bring then ſubjected to the Noman Empire, it con- 
cerned Plate, Ceſar's Deputy to underitand his pretentions » 
which upon better information he found to center in this, ſy 
Joh. 18. 36 K 41, dome vs not of th4s World, elſe wonld my Sub. 
"12370 fjetts fight for me: As if he had ſaid, theſe Reports 
are a meer p:rveriion of my Peaceable and Self-denying [nten- 
tions, an Intamy invented by malicious Scr:ibes and 7 bariſees 
that they mightthe better prevaile with Ceſar to ſacrifice me to 
their hatred and revenge - l am Ce/ar's Friend, 1 ſeek none of 
his Kingdon from him, nor will | ſow Sedition,p!ot or conſpire 
his Ruin;nog/rr #l{ Mfcn render untoCalar theT ht: "7s that areCx- 
\.r'; that's my DoQtrine ; for I am come to erct a Kingdom 
of atiother Nature then that of this World, to wit, a Spiritual 
Cabo 29. 2 Kingdom to be ſetupinthe Heart : And Con. 
7+="- ſcience ismy Th hat will I ſit, and 
cience 1s my Throne, upon that will I ſit, an 
Ti , rule the Children of Men in Righteouſneſs ; and who 
if 2,12, . ! | : Dy 
| evcr [175 ſoberly,richreonſly and oodlily in this World, 
' ſhall 


eJ 
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ſhall be iy good ard * - >..4-18, and they will certainly 
make no ill onzs 1-rC 4 { caVirtuersthe end ofGyvern- 
ment>and renders t1-f, 1. moreeaſlic & ſafe then before, 
Had I any other Dcl.go 1340s *. 15, world I fuffer my Seif to be 
| j reproached , traduce i. per ecuted by a conquered people ? 
were it not more my at.: to lufter then revenge, would not 


their many provocati-n t4ve Criiyn from me fume Inſtance of 
anothcr Nature tl:cn the Forbeai ance and Forgivencts 1 teach ? 
Certainly were I ammarcd by anotner principle then the per fc- 
Cltion of :Mecknels and {)::;:ime Swoetnels, 1th uld not have for- 
biden P:te7 hehting, {a 10, put xp thy Sword, 
or cendoctrinated my Followers to bear Mat. 26. 52, 
Wrongs, but revenge ail Aﬀ®ronts, and"by Plots and other Stra- 
tagems have attempted Ruin to my Enemics, and the Acque!t 
3. »of worldly Enipire ; and no doubt but they would have fought 
for me: Nay l ant not ouly patiently (and with Pitty to Ene. 
mies } ſenſible of their barbarous Carriape towards me for my 
Good Will to them (for tacir Etcrnal Happinels I only feek ) 
but 1 foreſee what they firther intend againſt me , they des» 
ſign to crucifte me, and todo it, will rather free a M .rdercr 
| then ſave their Saviour, they wiil perform that ts 
| Cruelty with all the Agravation and Contempe © +=7+ <9» 
| they can, deriding me themſelves, and expo- es ta 
fing me tothe Derifion of others, for they will Os WY 
mock my Divine Kingſhip wit) a Crown of ,, 
Thorns, and in my Agonies of Soul and Body * 077 
f for a Cordial,give me Gall and Vinezer to drink; bit 
- notwithſtanding all this, to ſatisfie the World that niy 
Religion is a' «ve Wrath and Revenge, I can for- , chv25..0: 
oivetkem; andto {ecvre ( «far and his Peop'c ps who: 
from all Fears of Impol:tion, v hatever Authoricy We -So 3 3 
I have, and how many Legions of Angels ſoever, I night cem- 
mand both to my Detiverance, and the Enforcement of my Mel. 
ſage up n Mankin'; I reſolve to promote neit"er with world!y 
Fovwer;for it is not of the Nature of tiny Religion and Kinglom: 
znd 2s | ncither afſime nor praCt fe any fvch ening my Self. that 
am the great A-.ti.or, Promoter and Example of this Holy Way; 


ſs havelnot orly never taught myDiſciples to live cr act otter- 
| D. wile 


43, 


ew. 
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wiſe or given them a Power lrefu'e t2 u'e my Self; but expreſly 
forbad them, and warn'd;them in my [nſtructions of exerciling 
any the leaſt Revenge, Impoſition or Coertion towards any - 
This is evident in my Sermon preached upon the Meunt, where 
| freely, publickly and with much Þlainneſs,not only prohibited 
Revenge, but njynd Love ro Encimics making it 
Mat. 5. +4 to be a great Token of true Diſciplethip to ſuffer 
45+ 402 4" Wrongs, anl conquer Cruelty by Patience and 
Forgivencſs, which is certainly a great Way off Impoſition or 
Compulſion upon other Men, And when 1 was {trongly bent 
for Feruſal:my and fent Rogen, before to prepare lome En- 
tertainment for me and my Company in a Village 
Ln 9. 53) belonging to the Cs, ry {eems - + 
54, 552 30- Pcople refuſed, becanfe chey apprehended [ was 
going to Fernſ.clem ; this provoakt ſome of my Dilciples, par- 
ticularly 74-75 and Fohn to that Degree, that they asked me, 
if | were willing that they ſhould command Fire from Heaven to 
deſtroy thoſe S.m:ritans, as Elias in another Caſe had done, 
I turne about, and r«buked them, ſaying, Te know nor what 
HManier of Spirit ye are of ; for I am not come into the World to 
deſtroy Mens Lives, but by my peaccable Doctrine and Exam- 
ple to ſ- Fe ther, 

At another Time one of my Diſciples, relating to me ſome 
Luk Paſſages of their Travails, told me of a cer. 
#RE 9: 4915” tain Van they ſaw, that caſt out Devils in my 
Name, and becaule he was not of their Company, nor foflewed 
them, faid he, we forbrd him ;, as if they had thereby ſerved and 
pleaſed ie ; but I preſently teſtified my Diſlike of the Igno- 
rance and Narrowneſs of their Zeal, and to inform them better 
101d them, -they ſhould not have forbid him ; for he that 55 noe 
aoninſt us for us, my Drift is not Opinion, but Piety; they 
that caſt out Devils, convert Sinners, and turn Men to Righte. 
ouſneſs, are not againſt me, nor the Nature and —_— of my 
Kingdom, and therefore ought to be cheriſht rather then forbid. 
That I might ſufficiently declare and inculcate my Migd in this 
Matter, I did at an other Time, and upon a different Occaſion, 
preach againſt all Coertion an1 Perſecution for Matters of Faith 
and Proctice towards God, in my Parable of the Soryer, asmy 

Words 
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Words manifeſt, whech were thele; The Kingdim of Heaven 
i4 likened unto a Man wich ſowed good Seed in ks Freld; but while 
Aen ſlept, his Enemy came, ard ſowed Tires arzon? the Wheat, 
and went his Way ;, but when the Blade ſprung ug, and brenght 
forth Fruit, there appeared the T ares aljo;, Jo the Siventis of 
the Flouſe-boulder came and ſaid, didſt thou ret ſow $04 Secd 1 
thy Field? from wheiice thin hath ut Tares ? des 1.2, 26.3 
he anſwerad, an Enery hath done this; the _ on "= <41>33 
£ | 7 26,37,28,2.3,30 
Servauts ſaid unto him, wilt then then that we © ? hoo 
To and gather them up? but he ſaid NAY, leſb wile 3e Tater 
up the T ares, yer oot up alſo the Wheat with them, {ct Vail grow 
together till the Harv:ſt, avidin the Time of Harveſt I will jay ts 
the Reapers, gather ye together firſt the I arcs, and bind toim vi 
Bundles to burn them, but gather the Wheat mito my B4r12, 

And that might not leave (o neceſſary a Truch mil appre- 
hended of my dear Followers,or liable to any Mil-conftructions, 
my. Diſciples, when together, deſiring an Explanation, I intcr* 
preted my Words thus ; 

He that ſoweth the good Secd is the Son of Man; the Field 5 
the World; the 700d Seed are the Children of the hs. ad. a. 
Kingdom, bat the T ares are the Children of the 2  9-OFY 
Wicked One; the Enemy that ſowed them is the 902 39 
Devil ;, the Harveſt is the Erdof the World , arid the Reapers 
are the Angels. 

Thiz Patience, this Long-Suffcring and great Forbearance 
belong to my Kingdom and the Sbiedts of it, my Doctrine 
ſpeaks it, and my Example confirms it, and this can liave no 
poſſible Agreement with Impoſition and Perſecution for Cua- 
{cience: Andthat I might ſufficiently deter my Followers [coin 
any ſuch Thing, asI profes my ſelf ro be their Lord aut vr 
ſter, ſo have | commanded them to love one another }. , : 
4n a more eſpecial Manner ;, b:t if inſtead thereof _ 
any grow proud, high minded, an beat vr abule their Fello y 
Servants in my rcligious Family, when I come to take account 
of my Houlhold, he ſhall be cut aſunder, ard appomtcd lis Pos- 
tion among the Unbelicvers ; behold tne Recompencel appt 
to Impoling Lordly Perſons, ſuch as count others Intidel:, aud to 
make them ſuch Belicyers as tkemſelyes, will exercilc Y iolcace 
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towards them, and if they prevail not, will eall for Tire from 
Heaven to devour them, and if Heaven refuſe them, will fall 
a beating an4 killing, and think {it may be they do God good 
Service ) b: t t'-cir Lot ſhall be with Unbelievers forever : Nay, 
| have locife 11a" y provided againſt all Maſtery ,that I expreſly 
crarced them, wet to be many Aaſters ;, for #ne was thr Nas 
fter ;, 1 t9'd them, that the grcateft amongſt them was tobe Str« 
vat to the reſt, not to impoſe vpon the reſt; nay, that to be 
great in my Kingdom, they muſt become as pentle and harm- 
leſs as little Children, and ſuch cannot force and puniſh in Mat. 
ters of Religion, In fine, 1 ſtrictly commanded them, to lovga 
one another, as I have loved them, who am ready to lay down 
my Life for the Ungod!y, inſtead of takingaway Godly Mens 
Lives for Opinions ; and chis is the great Maxim of my holy 


Religion, He that wenld be my Diſciple, muſt not crucifie other 


Men, but rake up his Croft, and fellow me, who am meck and 
lowly, and ſuch ſo enduring ſhall find Eternal Reſt to their Souls, 
this is the Power I uſe, and this is the Power I give, 


How much this agrees with the Language, DoQtring and 
Example of Jeſus Chriſt, I (tall leave them to conſider, that 
read and believe Scripture; but ſome affeted to pretent Church. 
Power, and deſiring their Ruine that conform not to her 
Worthip and Diſcipline, will object, That Chriſt did give his 
Church Power to bind and loole, anibid any Perſon agricved 
tell the Church, 

{ crarti!; but what Binling was that ? with outward Chains 
and Fetters, in naſty Holes and Dungeows ? nothing les: Or 
was it, that his Church had that true Diſcerning in her, and 
Pow«r with him, that what ſhe bound, that is condemned, or 
looſed, that is remitted, ſhould ſtand ſo ini God's Sight and 
Chriſt's Account. 

But rell the Church ; and what then ? obſerve Chrift's Ex. 
rent in the Puniſhment of the Offender ; If the Offender will 
neither receive private Admenitimy nor hear the Church, 
thex(ſayes Chriſt) let him be to thee as an Heathen, ce, Here's 
10 Fines, Whips, Stocks, Pillorics, Goals, and the like In- 
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Nruments of Cruelty, to puniſh the Heretick ; for the Preport 
of his Words ſeems to be no more then this; If any Member of 
the Church refuſe thy private Exhortation and the Ct urch's 
Admonition, look upon fuch a Perſon to be no more of you; 
let him take his Courſe, thou haſt done well, and the Church 
is clear of him. 

Well, but ſay the Church- Fi2hters of our Age, Dit not St. 
Paul wiſh them cut «ff that troubled the Church mm his Time ? 
Yes: But with what Sword think you ? Such as Chriſt bid Percy 
put up, or the Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God ? 
Give him lcave to explain his own Words; For the W E A- 
PONS of our Warfare are NOT CARNAL, but 
mighty through Ged, tothe pulling down of ſtrong Holds, caſting 
down Imagimationss and every hi h Thing that ex ulteth it felf 
agninft the Knewledge of God, and Ertiigung every T hou! ket mito 
Obedtence te Chriſt, 

What think you of this? Here are Warfares, Weapons, 
Oppoſitions and Conformity, and not only no external Force 
about Matters of Relig on ns'd or countenanced, but the moſt 
expreſs and patketical Excluſion and Rejection of any ſuch 
Thing that could be given, 

Now obſerve what Sort of Church-Government he recom- 
mends to his beloved Twmethy ; Avoid feolijh Queſtions, and 
Genealogies, and Contentions, and ſtriving about the Law, for 
they are unprofitable and vain: A Man that it an Hirenich 0. 
after the firſt and ſecond Admonition, rejeft, knewwg thu he 
that 1» ſuch is ſubyerted and ſinneth » being CO N DE M- 
NED OF HIMSELF, or ſclf-condemned, 


It's very remarkable; firſ#, That t! is great Apoſtle, in 
ſend of exherting T :-othy to ſtand upon Niceties, and ſacrifice 
Mens Natural Comforts and Enjoyments for Opinions of Re. 
ligiog, injoyns him to ſhun Diſputes about them, leaving Pea- 
ple totheir own Theughts and Aprehcaſions in thoſe Matters, 
which excellently well coheres with another Paſſage ef his , 
Let us therefore, 4s many 4s be perfett, be thiu m_ 

| | | own nl, 3.15. 
minded, and if in any Thing ye be otherwiſe mina- 
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ed, Tedſhill REVEAL even thi nnto you ;" ht did not fa, 
you ſhall be HINED, PILLAGED, EXCOMMUNICATED 
and FLUNG into Priton, if ye be not of our Mind, 


2aly, Tat, in the Apoſtles Definition, an Heretick is aſelf- 
condemned Perſon, one conſcious to himſelf of Error, and Ob. 
ſtinzcy in it;but that are not conſcientious Niſſenters; for many 
TenThouſands in this Nation a& as they b: lieve,and 4iflent from. 
the National Religion, purely up» a Principle of Conſcience 
to Almighty God; and with Men of any Tenderneſs or common 
Senle, their continual great Sufferings in Perſon and Eſtate, 
and their Patience under them, are- a Demonſtration, or there 
can be none in the World : Nor can their Perſecntors diſprove 
tiem, unle's they could ſearch Hearts, and tat is a little too 
far for a Fallibl: Spirit to reach, and an infallible One they 
deny : $0 that the Apoſtle makes not the Hererick to lye upon 
the Side of mi! believing, or not coming upto kis Degree of 
Faith & Knowledge,hut upon the Side of Wilfully,Turbulently, 
Obſtinately and Self condemne/ly mainta'ning inconliſting 
Things wit" the Faith, Peace and, Proſperity of the Charch, 

Granting us then not to be obſtinate and felf condemned 
Diſſenters (and you cannot reaſonably refuſe it us) how do you 
prove us Erroneous in the otherPart? All Parties plead Scripture, 
and that for the moſt oppoſite Principles, Aozouſians and 
Arrians, Calumiſts and Arminians, Papiſts, Fanſeniſts and 
Proteſtants; The Scripture, you ſee, cannot determine the 
Senſe of it ſelf; it myſt have an Interpreter ; he muſt either be 
Fallible or Infallible ; If the firſt, we- are worſe then before ; 
for Men are apt to be more confident, and yet are ſtill upon 
as uncertain Grounds ;, If the laſt, this muſt either be an ex- 
ternal or an Internal Judge ; If an External, you know where 
you are without pointing ; fer there ſtands nothing between 
you and Popery in that Principle ; If an Internal Julze, either 
1: is our ſelves, or the Spirit of Chriſt dwelling in us ; Not our 
ſelves; for then the Rule is the Thing ruled, which cannot be 
2nd if it be the Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus (and the Apoſtle tells ns, 
T hat unleſs we have the Spirit we are none of Chriſt's) then — -y 
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Neck of impoſition broken, and what haft thou to do to judge 
me? let me ſtand or fall to my own Maſter; And upon this Foot 
went Lather,Caluvin, Mclaricthon, Beza abroad ;, And Crenmer, 
Ridly, Hooper, Fe nl, Bradford, Philpet,c+c. 3t home, and as 
good Men, and conſtant Martyrs in Ages before therr, 

Put ſuppoſe Conſcientious Diſſenters as ill Men as tte 
Apoſtle detcribes an Heretick to be z what is the Puniſh- 
ment ? 


zdly, A Man that is an Heretick, after the firſt and ſecond 
Admonutn reet, that is, deny his Communion, declare he 
is none of you, condemn his Proceedings by a publick Cenirre 
among your ſelves; what more can be ſtrain'd by the fiercett 
Profecuters of Men for Religion out of theie Words. 

But was this the Evangelical Rule and Practice? Yes,that it 
was; Oh then whence comes Impoſition F orce Cruelty,Spoil of 
Goods, Impriſonments,Knockings, Bearings, Bri.iſings,Stockins , 
W hipp'ngs,andSpilling of Blood for Rehgion ? What Church is 
that, whoſe Officers are fo far from cloathing the naked, as ro 
Arip the clothed , from feeding the hunery, that they take their 
Bread from them, and thoſe poor Widdows and helpleſs 
Orphans too ; ard fo remote from v.fiting the fick and 
impriloned, t! at they drag away their Bed from under 
them, and caſt Pcople into Prilen for Conſcience fake 
Nay thcy haled away an Honeſt Man frem a Meeting to Goal 
at Reading, (but the other Day) not perniitting tim to 
TAKE [EA V E of his poor \\ fe, newly delivered, and 
ina DYING Conditiim, though ſhe alſo defircd it, 
and liv'd but juit by the Meeting- Houie where they took him. 
la fine, what are they that for no other Cauſe paſs ſuch 
dreadful Excommunications, as render the Exconymunicants 
little betrer then outlawed Perſcns, (u.bjefting their Civil and 
Natural Rights to their Pride, Paſſion, Intereſt or Revenge, 
unleſs they will purchaſe their Enjoyment at the dear Rate of 
looſing their own Souls ? For what elfe can be the Conleq ence 
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ef conforming to that I do not believe ? Is not this to deſtroy 
ſincere Men, and make and fave Hypocrites, 

Oh, that ſuch as are concern'd would ſoberly conſider, if any 
Thing is ſo Scandalous te True Religion as FORCE; who 
can think that evidence Good that is extorted? And what 
a Church is that, which is made up of ſuch Proſelites , or 
that employes ſuch Means to make them? © where is 
that Chriſtian Mecknels, Patience and Forbearance ? How 
many have been ruined, that were never exhorted, and ex- 
communicated before they were once admonithed ? This is 
not to ſerve God, but Worldly Intereſt : its quite contra- 
ry to Chriſt's Counſel and Dodtrine: Hecame to fave, and 
not todeſtroy Nature to magaific his Grace, You pretend to 
hate 7. Calvin's unconditional Reprobation, ,yet practiſe it ; 
If youſay no, Conformity is your Condition - I anſwer, that 
its as unreaſonable to require an impoſſibility, as cruel to damn 
Men for not doing it; For as you ſay, his Doctrine makes 
Ged to command them to repent, that cannot repent, and 
yet damn them if they repent not; So you injoyn Men to re- 
Iinquiſh their preſent Faith and Worſhip, and conform to 
yours, which is not in their Power to do, yet damn them 
in a temporal Reſpect if they refuſe it, For you make ſuch 
an unavoidable Diſſent, puniſhable with the Deſtruction of 
Mens Libertics and Eſtates; You had better leave off va- 
luing your ſelves upon the Mercy and Well- Natur'dnels of 
that Tenet of the univerſal Love of God to Mankind, till 
you love more then'your (elves, and abominate the Church 
of England's being, ſuch an Elect to the Civil Government 
as utterly reprobates the reſt, as you pretend to deteſt the like 
Injaſtice in F. Calvin's Notion of EleRtion and Reprobation. 

And the Truth of it is, this helps on Atheiſm as much 
as any Enormity inthe Land, when Witty Men, not willing 
to take Pains\to examine after the Truth and Excellency of 
Religion, behold Men that call themſelves Chriſt's Miniſters, 
and the Apoſtles Succeſſors and Followers, to affet and ſeek 
Government, and yet twice deny it, when they go to receive 
it, that ſome others grow Lordly, live Voluptuouſly, and watch 
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after the biggeſt Preferments,not being excited by moſt Service 
for God, but Earthly Power and Wealth for themſelves, and 
at the ſame Time perſecuting Men of more Self-Denyal, for 
Matters of Opinion about Faith and Worſkip towards God 
fo that No Conformity to this Church, No' Protettinn from 
the State. Which among Proteftants is fo much the more un- 
reaſonable , becauſe they by theſe Courſes implicitely- own 
and afſume the higheſt Infallibility and Perfe&ion, and-,yet 
deny any ſuch Thing ; For it ſuppoſes that nothing is Truer, no- 
thing Perfecter, or elſe they both perſecute Men to- era. 
brace a Fallible and Impertett Religion, and with-cruel Penal- 
ties provide againſt any Thing more True or In{allible ;. the 
greateſt Injury to the World that can be, for it is a plain En- 
deayour to fruſtrate all thoſe excellent Propheſies and gracious 
Promiſcs God hac given, an the holy Scriptures declare of the 
latter Dayes, To conclude,l ſhall defire Men of this Unnatural, 
Unreaſonable and Unchriſtian Spirit to conſider : 


1, What Church was that which Fobz ſaw, riding upon the 
Powers of the Earth,cmploying their Authority to force CON- 
FESSION, TRIBUTE and SUBJECTION 
to her ? 


2, What that Church was which dyed her ſelf. in the 

BLOOD ofthem that believed not in her, againſt whom the 

oor Souls under the Altar ( whoſe Bodies had been beheaded 
by her) crycd ro God ? 


3. What Church it was that would ſuffer none to Buy, Sell or 
Traffick without having her ark, (CONFORMITY to her) 


' in their Forehead or right Hand, that is, <ither thoſe that 


heartily and openly confeſt her, or thoſe that balely comp!yed 
for Fear? * 

4. What Church is that which Trades in the Souls of Men ? 
Read Revelations, Chap, 13,18, & 20, 


s. Whether this Church reigns not» wherever Mens , 
L 1+; 
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LIBERTIES and PROPERTIES, with all the 


"Comforts of this Life are expoſed and ſacrificed for 


bw of FAITH and HORSHIP to Almighty 


Weigh theſe Things, you great Church-Ven of the 
Age, inthe Fear of that God who made Heaven and Farth, 
and think not to make thus chcap of tie Lives, Liberties 
and Eſtates of Free-born Engliſh People, and Harmleſs Chriſe 
tians for their peaceable Conſcience, without being accounta« 
ble to that Great Lord in theTerrible Day of his Judgment, that 
draws on upon the World : No Plea you have ſhall be able 
to juſtthe theſe things, or fer.ce off the heavy Stroak of 
that Juſt Judge, unleſs you repent: 'Tis not Succeſſion in 
Name, but Nature, that makes the true Chriſtian Miniſter 
and Biſhop: And Where the Divine Life and Holy Qua- 
lifications of Chriſt and his Apoſtles are wanting, there can 
be no. Succeffion, but what is as proper to the falie Church 
as the true, the Counterfeit as the Chriſtian : Be nor deceived, 
God will not be mocked, ſuch as you Sow, ſuch ſhell you Reap. 
Remember Chriſt's Words', Bl:fſed are the Poor 3n Spirit ;, 
for theirs is the Kingdom of God. Blefſed are they that menrn,for 
they foall be comfortted, Bleſſed are the Pure in Heart, for 
they ſhall ſee Goal, Blefſid are the Meek ;, for they ſhall 
wnher St the Earth, Bleſſed are the MERCIFUL ; for they 

þ obtain Mercy, Therefore Reform, »nd let your Moderation 
known unto all Men, for the Lord is at hand ; Ever fo 
Some Lord Feſuss | 
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Pag. 18, Line 3 3. for /nj»ftice read Injury, p. 20.1. 11.dele 
and. p.20. 31. read Heaven 1s hereby barr d, as much as in Men 
lyes, from, p.22.1,22, for theread though, p. 25.1, 15.rcad 
revenged, p,28,1, 25. read Chains, 


